New Era at Harvard

Shortly after I met him with Professor Gurney.
Fiske was delighted with the address, and was full
of enthusiasm for the possible development of Har-
vard, now that the shackles which had bound her
to the past had been broken and her alumni had
become a positive force in her government. In the
course of the conversation Fiske expressed the hope
that Dr. Hedge's address would be supplemented
by a more detailed statement of what the reform
at Harvard should be, and the ground upon which
it should be based. Professor Gurney then said:
"John, why don't you write such a paper your-
self? You can do it." "Yes," said Fiske, "but I
am not sufficiently known, and I don't know where
I could get such a paper published." I then said:
"There is no doubt but Mr. Fields would take it for
the * Atlantic Monthly,'l as he is greatly interested
in this whole question here at Harvard, and has
arranged to print Dr. Hedge's address in the next
number of the' Atlantic.'" Professor Gurney imme-
diately said: "John, here is your chance. You are
just the man for this task. You know the conditions
here and what the nature of the reform should be. Go
in and identify yourself with the new movement!"
The next day I brought the matter to Mr.
Fields's attention, and he was only too glad to fol-
low up in the "Atlantic " Dr. Hedge's address with
such a paper as Fiske proposed. Accordingly I

1 James T. Fields was then the editor of the Atlantic Monthly
and I was one of its publishers.
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